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And in the Persones Tale the duties of the
rich towards the poor are set forth in con-
siderable detail. Superfluity of clothing and
absurdly slashed and ornamented garments are
to be avoided because " the more that clooth
is wasted, the more it costeth to the peple for
the scantnesse; and forther-over, if so be that
they wolde yeven such pounsoned and daggedl
clothing to the povre folk, it is nat convenient
to were for hir estaat, ne suffisant to bete hir
necessitee, to kepe hem fro the distemperance
of the firmament." Lords are bidden to take
no pride in their position, and do no wrong
to those dependent on them: " I rede thee,
certes, that thou, lord, werke iti swiche wyse
with thy cherles, that they rather love tfaee
than drede. I woot wel ther is degree above
degree, as reson is; and skile it is that men do
hir devoir ther-as is due; but certes, ex-
torciouns and despit of youre underlinges is
dampnable." Chaucer's inborn sense of jus-
tice will not allow him to condone oppression*
and his speculative and inquiring mind is fully
conscious of the artificiality of rank. From
the Parson we might expect a homily on the
fact that " we ben alle of o fader and of o
moder; and alle we been of o nature roten and
* pierced and cut into points.